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Listing of Claims: 

This Listing of Claims replaces all previous versions of the claims. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method fer--pfm'^d4Ftg--a-g?x5j>lvi«al--€-tet--«^ 
display associated with a multimedia apparatus , comprising the steps of: 

receiving a broadcast video signa l at a first mul timedia apparatus ; 

receiving text communications from~et4easl^eB«~ed5a=4ei«¥k48B-¥4^^ 
multirooo;; i a!\\j!'a!\\; 

displaying o said broadcast video signal in a first display 

area m-mMofjd display; 

determining msH!&&m msi tneme of the television prograniming~4«p4s^'e44s^"St54^ 
first display area ; 

d«?©H5vmiHg"fee4hei5ie-0f-saj44elewsi<>»-pTOgi=amffl4H^^ 

selecting a background image from an image datab ««er^»i4-%aekgf€Hffi:d4mage 
*'H5*i-ekmgjMSCv" o said theme, 

= '^--..^ X / . \ ."i^ said background image as a background in a second display 
drcd sdid display, ^ \ 1 dKsp.kyM...back 

and 

superimposing text..of . said text communications on top of M..iMst. ot].V^. of . the 
displayed graphical elements of said background imiige-in said second display area. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising-tfee-steps -of: 
selecting &^4&mi-emm avatar image # < >Hi --t iai4 - jmag e-- dafeife « s e ; -- s ^ iMd - - «^4«€j^^ 

N \ representative of-eHe e-f-said -eth^^^ a_television v iewerssdewer of the 

^ ^ s ^ V ^, and 

displaying, .. siTmlM].«tl.y.sly.....M^^^^ said af -least - efH^ ■avatar image 

superimposed on top of said background «3^ge-in said second display area. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein ihe ^^•rp - -j? selecting Hk- 
background image .,5.j,.,v„..,i,..t^:^x,iv,,^;^^^ and 
HVNu-rH^vg"- di spiayj ng said background image -€S"a--b«€kgfe«i^-4a--'a---ss,'e<>»(:l -4i^[=>k-v 

display are both_performed at least two times during the broadcast of said television 
programming. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein \. ..\ni^c, i!KUi>ic> 



^^. vv ^ Nv .0 . ^i^.v . ^ o^'*! all sa^d-imagc database j«~residing in a memory device 

associated wdth said first m ultimedia apparatus. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein selecting...iTicyMe^ 
seiecting said background image from an s aM- image database is-residing on the Intemet. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising-4-ke-^*i-e|>"04-; 
downloading s»4™an..image database via ^ktv-a^multiplexed broadcast stream containing said 
broadcast video signa l, wherein selecting inchides selecting said background image from said 
imag e database. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein -.i; -n, \ text 

V s o superimposed on top of said background k^Kig^- in said second display area close 
to s ^^.v^ Said «^ks&^6se-avatar image. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein said text eom^B-u-ai^atieas 
5^^ew&d4>em-8aM-eB«-el^»i^^ disgkygd superimposed on top 
of said background if^•■'oJ^T -.^k^ .vh^^-^hI •J5--r>;uv close to iIh^ vi*-fk^vr!."f said at k^^^^ N'>!>e 
avatar image until another text communications is received from said 



9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising -th^-s^eps -of: 
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receiving V \" \ . ^ d j^-^|\.Ki.!.>N an i'Kl^ a.-v^'. o o ^ action mput-fe-efft-a* 

m response to the mdicaiiori, selecting ^54^4eas^™e»ean action image-fr©ffl~-sm4 
ma-ge-elal-ab^aftre- ^t^-o \^-s< *>i*e-ae-i4(-)H--i-imge corresponding to said action input; and 

displaying said at least one action image superimposed on top of said background 
iffiage-in said second display area. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, fiirther comprising4fee-siep*«f: 
receiving an indication of an action input-frem- at-l-east"eHe"tetevisieB-¥ie¥! ^ to the 

^ -^w^ , 'nHiCfilKni^ selecting at le?^ s^-&ae"an.action image-fi=e*¥t-sm4 

H.m-ge-v'.-^ ^ V ^ V ^ corresponding to said action input; and 

displaying said a^H«^*^H^-es6>-action image superimposed on top of said television 
programming in said first display area. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein tk6- ai"teasf-eB^dispJ,aying 
N action image s \" ludcs t ransparently SHperimpesed superimposing said action image over 



12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising4fee-a«y»-€if : 

creating a^-ka^i- eH^-g^record associated with said first m ultimedia apparatus, said 
^t4e8i#"8?5r©~record comprising a fet-set of preferred e^fe^3¥^television viewers; and 

supenmposing s -^s o^" text communications \o --i ^ 'o s 

^ ^ \ V. V displaMng at least one avatar 

image associated with at least one ^ >. television included 

in said record superimposing text communications v ^ n 
s sso ^ ^>.v ^ >. ^ and displaying at least one avatar image associated 

with said at least one other television viewer not included in said record. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein said at least one other 
television viewer not included in said record is watching television programming 4e4emM-s>84--t© 
have the same television programming identity as the lel evkieft-pegmaaHBg-fep^ 
fiFS-t"fMsj>tey"af& athat is the same as said television programming included in the broadcast video 
signal. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising-fefere-fjtepfs-ei": 

first m ultimedia apparatus; 

rn response to the user input, replacing the avatar image e#^s*4eas*--^e-«#^ 
c ^ V ^ o^^a wfth av^te im^ige of kab* «^e--<>th«F---t-e^ievi840H---viewei"--ba«ed--e^^ 
v.- V ^ ! Ji^^-oroTU .n.u IV in' '^^ <■ 

15. (Currently Amended) AH^?m1-fei«& wki apparatus, comprising: 

a-first receiving means for receiving a broadcast video signal inchiding tel evision 

prog rammingT; 

a-second receiving means for receiving text communications originating from a 
pliirality of multimedia apparatuses, and for receiving a plurality of images^: 
ar-B^iH-5H>fy-stora«^^ for storing said plurality of images;.;, 

a- determination means for determining ^ v ^^ ^ ^ ^ 

teB:ed-4&--by--f»ay-fe^ receiving means, and for detemiinin g fee-a theme of said television 
programming-4deMi4 y and for selecting one of the images stored by the storage m eans based on 

the themcT; and 

s-display means for displaying video, of said broadcast video signal in a first 
display area, for displaying - --v - - o \" v c \- - - v> -v^-^ 

^ ^ o \^ ^^ ^ ^-^ - ^- X ^- N 111 d sccood dispidy drcd, \ \^ 0 V" 0 - . ^ . . 

o ^N-^^vo V 0 0 ^v^'Hs and for displaying - v> said text communicdtions 

superimposed on .si wi^i o's ^M iho J's!^LUs\i ij^UswU ok-'oonis ^M said ^shi^x^ so v 
image-ia-SMd-see<ymi-d-ispky--a?ea. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The rndfetedk— apparatus of claim 15, wherein said 
display means ^Ise-ar-e-^miB-ged is farther for displaying a plurality of avatar images, retrieved 
from said memory sferagc. means.-a^l each avatar image corresponding to one of said plurality 
of multimedia apparatuses, superimposed on said baekga^aad - seiected image in said second 
display area. 

17. (Currently Amended) The ewMmedm-apparatus of claim 16, wherein said second 
receiving means a lt ^e- are- affai^ge dis farther for receiving an iMigMiQT^ .Qf M . ^ction input fi-om 
one of said plurality of multimedia apparatuses associated with ae -one of the avatar iffiage 
.imaiKS....currently displayed in said second display area, and said display means d«e--«=e 
af-raf^iuxiis slir ihcr for displaying an action image, retrieved from said -tx^v^^^^x M- Mago m eans and 
corresponding to the character of said action input, superimposed on said l;»ej^^e?&« ^sejMM 
image in said second display area. 

18. (Original) A 6ej^Mp^4ar-pK^gfam4H=edHelT4isspet»ed ej^> readable storage 
medium, 6eB^^prisisg■■^storing computer readable program code i^seam -fe- eaiisiHgcoafi gisred to 
caiise a computer to perform the method of claim 1 . 

Claims 19-23 (Canceled). 

24. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive a broadcast video signal and text 
communications; 

a display; and 

a processor coupled to the receiver and the display, the processor configured to: 

display a video of the broadcast video signal in a first display area of the 

display, 

determine a theme of television programming included in the broadcast 

video signal. 
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select a background image based on the theme; 

display the background image as a background in a second display area of 
the display, wherein the background image includes a displayed graphical element, and 

superimpose text of the text conmiunications on top of the displayed 
graphical element of the background. 

25. (New) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the processor is further configured to: 
select an avatar image that is representative of a television viewer of a different 

multimedia apparatus; and 

display simultaneously with the text, the avatar image superimposed on top of the 
background in the second display area. 

26. (New) The apparatus of claim 24, further comprising a storage device coupled to 
the processor, wherein the processor is configured to select the background image from a 
plurality of background images stored by the storage device. 

27. (New) The method of claim 24, fiirther including a network interface coupled to 
the processor and to a network configured to store a plurality of background images, wherein the 
processor is configured to select the background image from the plurality of background images 
stored by the network. 

28. (New) The method of claim 24, wherein the processor is fiirther configured to 
download an image database via the receiver from a multiplexed broadcast stream containing the 
broadcast video signal, and to select the background image from the image database. 

29. (New) A method, comprising: 

displaying television programming included in a received broadcast video signal; 

displaying, simultaneously with the television programming, a background based 
on the television programming, wherein the background includes a displayed graphical element; 
and 
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superimposing text of text communications witii another user on top of the 
displayed graphical element of the background. 

30. (New) The method of claim 29, further comprising determining the background 
from a plurality of stored backgrounds based on a theme of the television programming. 

31. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein displaying the television programming 
comprises displaying the television programming in a first area of a display, and displaying the 
background comprises displaying the background in a different second area of the display. 

32. (New) The method of claim 29, fiirther comprising: 

receiving the text communications from a network; and 

displaying simultaneously a plurality of avatar images superimposed on the 
background, each avatar image representing a different user of the network. 

33. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive a broadcast video signal including television 

programming; 

a display; and 

a processor coupled to the receiver and the display, and configured to: 
display the television programming, 

display, simultaneously with the television programming, a background 
based on the television programming including a displayed graphical element, and 

superimpose text of text communications with another user on top of the 
displayed graphical element of the background. 

34. (New) The apparatus of claim 33, further comprising a storage device coupled to 
the processor, the storage device configured to store a plurality of backgrounds, wherein the 
processor is further configured to determine the background from the plurality of backgrounds 
based on a theme of the television programming. 

Page 8 of 11 



Appln.No.: 10/031,789 
Responsive to February 2, 2007, Office Action 



35. (New) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the processor is further configured to 
display the television programming in a first area of the display, and to display the background in 
a different second area of the display. 

36. (New) The apparatus of claim 33, further comprising a network interface coupled 
to the processor and configured to receive the text communications, wherein the processor is 
further configured to display simultaneously a plurality of avatar images superimposed on the 
background, each avatar image representing a different user of the network. 
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